Sharing knowledge, best practices, policy options and solutions; promoting understanding and action on
opportunities, challenges of health related SDGs implementation in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

The First Partnership Meeting
Representatives from several champion institutions have gathered in Cairo on 28 & 29 January for the first
partnership meeting of the EMR-SDG Learning Platform. The meeting was organized by the Social Research
Center of the American University of Cairo, and the participants were hosted high-level delegates from three
pilot countries: Egypt (Ministry of Planning and the Central Agency of Statistical), Jordan (High Health Council
and Ministry of Health), Morocco (Ministry of Health and National Observatory for Human Development), in
addition to a representative from the League of Arab States. Several independent experts on health and
sustainable development in the Arab region have also joined the meeting, which is the first concrete step in
building an effective regional network aiming at the enhancement of efforts to achieve health-related SDGs.

Over two days, participants discussed the potentials of the EMR-SDGs Learning Platform and suggested
measures that could contribute to its usefulness and regional relevance. Country delegates discussed their
experiences in health-related SDGs monitoring and shared challenges as well as success stories. Experts
addressed opportunities and challenges related to three focus topics: universal health coverage, health
equity, and localizing SDGs. Country delegates welcomed the new insights and expressed their interest in
learning more and adopting the proposed tools and approaches.

“ICPD Population Development Composite Index (PDCI)” Towards people- centred SDGs (Pilot study for Arab states)
This report represents an attempt to promote a people-centred sustainable development
agenda in the Arab region through a tool quantifying and tracking achievements made by Arab
states towards the ICPD and related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) from a population
dynamics lens. It is founded on the principle that individuals are the centre of SDG
implementation, and that any success towards the SDGs must be evidenced by a positive change
in the lives of people, while ensuring that “no one is left behind”.
The report introduces a Composite Index for ICPD-based SDG dimensions called “Population
Development Composite Index-PDCI”. It is based on the five themes (pillars) stipulated in the
United Nations General Assembly resolution 65/234 on the review of the implementation of the
Programme of Action of the ICPD, namely; dignity and human rights, health, place and mobility,
governance and accountability; and sustainability.
Development of the index had gone through extensive literature review, detailed investigation and holding various
consultations to select and reach consensus on the relevant indicators as explained in the methodology chapter. Expert
opinions, and key UNFPA strategic documents were consulted while constructing different scenarios of the composite
index. Finally, relevant statistical and validity tests were conducted to confirm and validate the “final” list of indicators.
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Two New Health-Related Indicators
The UN Inter-Agency and Expert Group on the SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), in its tenth meeting from 21-24
October 2019, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, accepted the addition of the following new indicators:
 Prevalence of anaemia in women aged 15-49 years, by pregnancy status (%), for SDG target 2.2;
 Reduce the percentage of bloodstream infections due to selected antimicrobial resistant organisms,
for SDG target 3.d.

